[Distribution of beta-thalassemia CD17 mutant(A-->T) in Shanxi, Gansu and Xinjiang along the "Silk Road"].
To explore the distribution of beta-thalassemia CD17 mutant along the "Silk Road". Polymerase chain reaction in combination with dot-blot hybridization of allele-specific oligonucleotide probes(PCR/ASO) was used. Twenty-four cases of beta-thalassemia with CD17 mutant(A-->T) including 3 cases in Shanxi, 20 cases in Gansu and 1 in Xinjiang, were found among 85 probands of beta-thalassemia. According to distribution characteristics of beta-thalassemia CD17 along the "Silk Road" of China, the CD17 mutant of beta-thalassemia might probably originate from the "Silk Road" in Longxi district of Gansu.